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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN REACTION TO SALE OF WASP 

1. NIGERIAN PRESS HAS IN LAST TWO DAYS EDITORIALIZED ON BRITISH 
SALE OF WASP HELICOPTERS TO SOUTH AFRICA IN WAKE OF LAST WEEK'S 
GUARDIAN ARTICLE ANNOUNCING THAT BRITAIN INTENDED TO SEND 
FOUR HELICOPTERS TO SOUTH AFRICA IN EXECUTION OF 1971 AGREEMENT. 

2. LOCAL EDITORIALS HAVE CONTENDED THAT CURRENT SALE AMOUNTS 
TO COMPLETE DISREGARD OF NIGERIA'S POSITION AND HAVE CALLED 
FOR REVIEW OF NIGERIA'S DIPLOMATIC, ECONOMIC AND TRADE RELATIONS 
WITH UK. WHEN ASKED AT PRESS CONFERENCE, DEC. 5 WHAT NIGERIA'S 
ATTITUDE WOULD BE CONCERNING SALE, GOWON DECLARED THAT 
NIGERIA WOULD NOT BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH BRITAIN. 
STATING "IF WE CONTINUE TO BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
VARIOUS COUNTRIES ON ALL MATTERS WE SHALL AT THE END HAVE 

NO RELATIONS WITH ANY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD." HE FURTHER SAID 
THAT OAU WOULD TAKE NECESSARY STEPS TO STOP BRITISH ARMS SALE 
TO SOUTH AFRICA, BUT DID NOT REVEAL WHAT STEPS WOULD BE. 
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3. COMMENT: GO WON STATEMENT CLEARLY SUGGESTS THAT HE QUESTIONS 
WISDOM AND EFFICACY OF USING RUPTURE IN RELATIONS AS MEANS OF 
DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE (AND INDEED THAT HE HAD DOUBTS OVER 
NIGERIA'S BREAK WITH ISRAEL). IT DOUBTFUL THAT HE WILL REVERSE 

HIS POSITION WITH RESPECT TO UK, SINCE HE APPARENTLY SEES 
MAINTENANCE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AS MOST EFFECTIVE CHANNEL 
TO INFLUENCE POLICY. IT EQUALLY DOUBTFUL THAT FMG WILL TAKE 
ANY ACTION AGAINST THE UK THAT WOULD BE DETRIMENTAL TO NIGERIAN 
NATIONAL INTERESTS AND BOTH WE AND BRITISH HERE TEND TO RULE 
OUT POSSIBILITY OF NIGERIA IMPOSING OIL EMBARGO AGAINST THE UK. 

4. BRITISH EXPECT CURRENT SPATE OF ARTICLES ON SALE OF WASPS 

TO DIE DOWN WITH NO ACTION TAKEN AS WAS CASE WHEN ORIGINAL SALE 
WAS ANNOUNCED TWO YEARS AGO. RE POSSIBLE OAU ACTION, UK HICOM 
HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT BEING CONSIDERED BUT SPECULATES 
STEPS INVISAGED BY GOWON MAY BE CONTAINED IN OVERALL REVIEW 
WHICH THEY UNDERSTAND OAU MAKING RE SALES OF ARMS TO SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. 

REINHARDT 
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